
By Pat Childers,  

Office of Air and Radiation  

 

The Gregg Cooke        

Visionary Program 

Award recognizes the air    

quality project or       

program that most     

successfully blends     

aspects from two or 

more of the existing 

awards categories (i.e., 

Clean Air Technology, 

Community Action,    

Education/Outreach, 

Regulatory/Policy       

Innovations, and   

Transportation           

Efficiency Innovations). 

This yearõs recipient 

goes to the Tribal Air 

Program and Healthy 

Homes Project ñ

Alaska Native Tribal 

Health Consortium'  

Environmental Health 

Consultation Team.  

 

The Alaska Native   

Tribal Health           

Consortium (ANTHC) is 

a nonprofit tribal        

organization owned and 

operated by Alaska    

Native people. The    

Consortium is the     

largest, most             

comprehensive tribal 

health organization in 

the U.S. and it delivers a 

broad range of services, 

from specialty medical 

care and community 

health programs, to             

construction of clean  

water and sanitation  

facilities. As part of 

ANTHC, the                

Environmental Health 

Consultation Team 

(EHC) provides cutting -

edge air quality services 

to improve the lives of 

Alaska Native people 

and their communities. 

The EHC Statewide 

Tribal Air Program     

delivers technical       

consultation, air       

monitoring assistance, 

training, assessment, 

funding, and overall  

support to tribal        

communities throughout 

Alaska to address air 

quality concerns. The 

program has engaged in 

over 20 locally -led air 

quality projects and  

completed over 50     

community air quality 

assessments which have 

reduced criteria air    

pollutants, raised     

greater public awareness 

of air quality, and        

enhanced tribal capacity 

to address local air      

quality issues. The 

ANTHC EHC Healthy 

Homes Project has also 

made impacts by         

engaging partners such 

as tribes, residents,   

housing authorities,    

government agencies,  

international nonprofits, 

hospitals, and regional 

health corporations to 

deliver a multi -staged          

intervention in over 60 

homes that measures  

impacts of low -cost    

modifications and        

resident education on  

indoor air quality and 

children's respiratory 

health. The ANTHC EHC 

personnel often travel to 

remote locations via 

small aircraft, boat, and 

snow machine to reach 

the populations they 

serve. The ANTHC              

Environmental Health 

Consultation Team is 

recognized for              

exemplifying leadership 

and innovation in their 

initiatives to provide air 

quality services to remote 

and underserved        

populations of Alaska.  
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By Michael Opheim,  

Environmental Coordinator  

Seldovia Village Tribe  

 

Seldovia is a rural community 

located on the southern tip of the 

Kenai Peninsula of Alaska with 

an approximate population of 

420. Seldovia is only accessible by 

boat or plane. Since 2012, due to 

concerns of road dust and how it 

may be impacting the aging    

population and youth of our   

community, Seldovia Village 

Tribe (SVT) environmental staff 

have been monitoring for        

particulate matter less than 10 

microns, or PM -10, along the 

main road (Jakolof Bay Road) 

leading out of the City of Seldovia 

and into Seldovia Village.  

 

During the summer months, we 

have collected PM -10 data using 

DustTrak aerosol monitors 

(borrowed through the Alaska 

Native Tribal Health Consortium 

or ANTHC) and high volume air 

samplers (borrowed from the 

Alaska Department of              

Environmental Conservation or 

ADEC) at two sites along Jakolof 

Bay Road on a 3-day schedule. 

We are able to do this work 

through Tribal Air Quality      

Cooperative  Agreements    

awarded to us by ANTHC. In the 

spring/summer of 2015, we will 

continue to do air monitoring   

using DustTrak aerosol monitors 

at the same sites as in past years 

as well as at an additional site. 

We will also analyze samples of 

road material to determine what 

is in the road dust. We are      

currently working on sharing 

these data with EPA and other 

partners through the Air Quality 

System (AQS). We have           

presented at numerous local    

environmental conferences and at 

Institute for Tribal                   

Environmental Professionals 

(ITEP) trainings/courses about 

our air monitoring program and 

will be presenting at the          

National Tribal Forum this year.   

 

While most of the time our road 

dust levels have not exceeded  

national standards for PM -10, 

some important results so far 

have been: 1) a large difference in 

results between the two types of 

air monitoring equipment (high 

volume air samplers vs. Dust-

Trak aerosol monitors) during 

very dusty days; 2) at least one 

exceedance of the national  

standards for PM -10; 3) at times, 

PM-2.5 was accounting for 50 

percent to 100 percent of the   

observed PM-10 values; and 4) 

calcium chloride, when applied to 

the road, was very effective at 

reducing dust levels and         

controlling the dust. For our  

community, the monitoring has 

helped to: 1) increase               

collaboration between SVT, the 

city and our local Department of 

Transportation; 2) secure more 

funding for road dust palliative; 

3) demonstrate need for, and   

effectiveness of, road dust       

palliative; 4) examine how local 

traffic patterns affect dust levels; 

5) develop recommendations to 

help mitigate dust levels; 5)     

develop further questions/studies 

based on collected data; and 6) 

increase participation of SVT 

staff in national air quality 

groups/programs.  

 

We sincerely wish to thank EPA 

and ANTHC for funding this 

work. For more information or if 

you have any questions, please 

contact Michael Opheim at 907 -

435-3247 or mopheim@svt.org.     

Air Monitoring at Seldovia Village Tribe  
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entities, co -regulators, internal 

and external partners, and to 

the general public.  

 

Take a couple minutes to        

explore the Web site and provide 

feedback or suggestions you may 

have that will enable future   

enhancements to Ondrea Barber 

The Gila River Indian          

Community (GRIC) Department 

of Environmental Qualityõs 

(DEQ) Web site was officially 

launched on Earth Day 2015. 

The site presents important   

environmental information to 

the community, regulated   

 

at Ondrea.Barber@gric.nsn.us  

or to Althea Walker at          

Althea.Walker@gric.nsn.us . 

 

For more information, go to 

www.gricdeq.org . 

 

(Web banner reprinted with permission 

from GRIC DEQ.)  

Gila River Announces Web Site 

Clean Air Act Advisory Committee New Member 
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By Pat Childers,  

Office of Air and Radiation  

 

Ms. Gillian Mittelstaedt, Director 

of Tribal Healthy Homes Network, 

has been named to the Clean Air 

Act Advisory Committee 

(CAAAC). She will be joining the 

three existing tribal                   

representatives: Jason Walker, 

from Northwestern Band of the 

Shoshone Nation; Ms. Julie   

Simpson, representing Nez Perce 

Tribe; and Ms. Joy Wiecks,        

representing Fond du Lac Band  

of Lake Superior Chippewa. The 

CAAAC is a senior -level policy 

committee established in 1990    

to advise the U.S. EPA on issues 

related to implementing the 

Clean Air Act Amendments of 

1990.  

 

The committee meets two times a 

year, normally in Washington, 

D.C. The Assistant Administrator 

for the Office of Air and Radiation 

determines the committee     

agenda, and the CAAAC          

provides advice to the Agency on 

critical air quality policy issues 

during face -to-face meetings and 

through specific workgroup     

reports. The EPA welcomes Ms. 

Mittelstaedt to the committee.  

Adapting to ChangeñAn ITEP Video 

The Institute for Tribal              

Environmental Professionals 

(ITEP) is excited to share a new 

video titled, òAdapting to Change.ó 

ITEP produced this video with  

assistance from Jeremy Scott, a 

graduate student in Northern   

Arizona Universityõs School of 

Communication. The filming     

occurred at ITEPõs Climate 

Change Adaptation training in 

September 2014 in Portland,     

Oregon. The film highlights       

climate change impacts on tribes 

and their resources in the Pacific        

Northwest and Alaska. It also 

highlights climate change         

adaptation and the September 

training.  

 

The video and the training were 

made possible with funding     

support from the US Department 

of Agriculture Forest Service    

Pacific Northwest Research     

Station.  

 

ITEP would appreciate any     

feedback you have about the    

video. Please contact Susan    

Wotkyns, Climate Change      

Program Manager, ITEP at     

Susan.Wotkyns@nau.edu . To 

view the video, please visit http://

vimeo.com/118150835. 
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Working to Make a Visible Difference in Communities  

NTAAõs 2015 Status of Tribal Air Report (STAR) Released 

By Andy Bessler  

Project Director, NTAA  

  

** The STAR is a national report 

that provides a snapshot of the  

status of Tribal air programs and 

recommends budgetary action to 

ensure American Indian Tribes 

and Alaskan Natives have  

what they need to better  

protect air quality ** 
 

Since its founding in 2002, the 

National Tribal Air Association 

(NTAA) has been a leading voice 

for Tribal air quality issues,   

programs, and policies. With 94 

principal member Tribes, the 

NTAAõs mission is to advance air 

quality management and policies 

and programs, consistent with 

the needs, interests and unique 

legal status of American Indian 

Tribes and Alaskan Natives. In 

support of these efforts, the 2015 

STAR outlines current conditions 

in Indian Country with respect to 

air quality management and  

provides recommendations to the 

EPA for addressing the critical 

air quality issues and needs    

that face Indian Country.  

 

The 2015 STAR includes a      

detailed air quality program 

budget analysis and                 

recommendations for supporting 

Tribal air programs. In addition 

to highlighting the national and 

regional air quality priorities for 

the Tribes, the 2015 STAR also 

reveals unique concerns for air 

quality management in Indian 

Country such as environmental 

justice, climate change,           

jurisdictional issues and        

trans -boundary pollution  as well 

as air quality impacts from     

industrial operations near Tribal 

lands. Indoor air quality and 

training and equipment needs 

are also discussed; specific      

recommendations for EPA are 

provided. Finally, the 2015 

STAR provides a detailed     

snapshot of Tribal activities in 

air quality work by compiling 

data from EPA regions around 

the country and detailing major 

accomplishments by Tribal Air 

Programs throughout Indian 

Country.  

 

To view the full 2015 STAR, you 

can download it from NTAAõs 

Web site at  http://

www4.nau.edu/itep/ntaa/

resources/status -of-tribal -air -

reports.asp . 
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As part of EPAõs FY 2014ñ2018 

Strategic Plan , Working to Make 

a Visible Difference in           

Communities is one of four 

Cross-Agency Strategies that the 

Agency will undertake during FY 

2015. The EPA will focus on 

providing better support to     

communities, especially in      

environmentally overburdened, 

underserved, and economically 

distressed areas where the needs 

are greatest.  

 

We will coordinate technical   

assistance and other resources 

across EPA programs, with 

states, tribes and local            

governments, and with other  

federal agencies to support    

communities as they pursue    

environmental improvements 

that will enhance economic      

opportunity and quality of life.  

 

While we will continue to work  

in thousands of communities 

across the country, we have   

identified approximately 50  

communities where we will focus 

action over the next 2 years. 

Communities will be showcased 

in each region where there is a 

need for coordinated action and 

an opportunity to make a visible 

difference. As lessons are 

learned, we will use these       

lessons to help even more       

communities in the future. Out 

of these 50 plus communities, we 

have identified 8 tribal and     

Native American communities.  

 

For more information on the 

working to Make a Visible      

Difference in Communities effort, 

please visit http://www2.epa.gov/

smart -growth/making -visible -

difference -communities . To 

watch the EPA Administratorõs 

video, please visit https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSkl -

n-hddw&feature=youtu.be . 
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The EPA and the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration (NHTSA) jointly          

established a National Program consisting of 

standards for light -duty vehicles that reduce 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and improve 

fuel economy. EPAõs GHG rules for light-duty 

vehicles require compliance 

with progressively more 

stringent GHG emission        

standards for the 2012 

through 2025 model years. 

In March 2015, EPA        

released a report that     

provides substantial detail 

on manufacturersõ            

performance in meeting the 

2012 through 2013 model 

year standards. This second 

annual Report shows the 

progress that auto          

companies are making toward reducing GHG      

emissions from their new cars and light trucks.  

 

For more information on the National Program and 

the 2013 Manufacturers Performance Report , visit 

http://www.epa.gov/otaq/climate/ghg -report.htm . 

Inside Story Headline 

3. How should EPA best address 

the issues in the draft that 

are most important to tribes?  

 

A new EPA Web site has been 

created that provides currently 

available information about EJ 

2020 

www.epa.gov/

environmentaljustice/ej2020 . 
 

Written comments are welcome; 

electronically to                   

ejstrategy@epa.gov, or hard copy 

to: 

Charles Lee, Deputy AAA for EJ  

USEPA, OEJ  

1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW  

MC 2201-A 

Washington, DC 20460  
 

For questions, you may reach 

out to OEJ or your Regional or      

Program Point of contact (see 

page 5 of the draft framework).  
 

Consultation and Coordination 

with Indian Tribes.  

 

One of the priorities of EJ 2020 

is implementing EPAõs Policy on 

Environmental Justice for   

Working with Federally          

Recognized Tribes and              

Indigenous Peoples . 

 

EPA is seeking tribal              

government input on the draft 

framework, in particular, the  

following:  

1. Does the draft framework   

cover key issues of concern to 

the tribes that should receive     

focused attention? If not, what 

other issues should EPA     

consider. 

2. What are some issues in the 

draft that are most important 

to tribes?  

The EPA is developing a        

framework for its EJ 2020 Action 

Agenda (EJ 2020). EJ 2020 will 

help EPA advance environmental 

justice through its programs,  

policies and activities. EJ 2020 

will also support the              

cross-agency strategy on making 

a visible difference in               

environmentally overburdened, 

underserved and economically 

distressed communities to       

include tribal and other            

indigenous communities. EPA 

invites tribes to participate in 

the tribal consultation period on 

the draft framework, scheduled 

from April 15 through July 14, 

2015. Consultation information 

is available on EPAõs Tribal    

Portal at http://tcots.epa.gov . 

 

Consultation and coordination 

will be conducted in accordance 

with the EPA Policy  on           

EJ 2020ñTribal Priority  

2013 Manufacturers Performance Report 
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Home Radon Testing 
Protect Your Family from Lung Cancer Caused by Exposure to Radon in Your Home 

Tribal Air News Page 6 

EPA encourages Americans 

around the country to test their 

homes for radon, a naturally         

occurring radioactive gas and 

make 2015 healthier and safer.   

  

òMany people donõt realize that 

radon is the second cause of 

lung cancer after smoking,ó said 

EPA Administrator Gina 

McCarthy. òThe good news is 

radon exposure is preventable. 

Testing and fixing for radon will 

save thousands of lives, prevent 

burdensome health care costs, 

and make Americaõs homes and 

schools safer for future           

generations.ó  

  

Each year about 21,000      

Americans die from lung cancer 

caused by exposure to radon. 

Testing  is the only way to know 

if a home has elevated levels of 

radon. The U.S. Surgeon      

General and EPA recommend 

taking action to reduce the     

radon level if itõs at or above 4 

picocuries per Liter (pCi/L) of 

air.  

 

Affordable do -it -yourself radon 

test kits are available online, at 

many home improvement and 

hardware stores, or you can hire 

a qualified radon  

professional.  

 

If your test result is 4 

pCi/L or more, you 

should contact a  

qualified                 

radon-reduction or  

mitigation contractor.  

 

A professionally     

installed radon      

reduction system   

removes the radon 

from beneath your 

home and discharges 

it harmlessly outside. 

Thatõs done by using 

a vent pipe and      

exhaust fan.  

 

Taking action to    

reduce your exposure 

to radon is also a    

long-term health    

investment. A working           

mitigation system is a positive 

selling point for homes on the 

market; in many areas a radon 

test is a standard part of real 

estate transactions. If youõre 

building a new home, work with 

your builder to include           

radon-resistant construction 

techniques . 

 

More information on how to test, 

obtain a test kit, contact your 

state radon office, and find a 

qualified radon professional is 

available at http://www.epa.gov/

radon  or by calling 1 -800-SOS-

RADON.  

Small Entity Compliance Guide-ôStandards of Performance for New Residential Wood Heaters, 

New Residential Hydronic Heaters and Forced-Air Furnacesõ 

EPA has developed the Small    

Entity Compliance Guide for 

ôStandards of Performance for New          

Residential Wood Heaters, New 

Residential Hydronic Heaters and 

Forced-Air Furnacesõ to assist    

affected entities in navigating the 

requirements of the Wood Heater 

New Source Performance      

Standards.  The guide lists         

requirements separately for 

manufacturers, laboratories,       

retailers and operators to make 

them easier to find and               

understand. To find out more  

information, please contact 

Amanda Aldridge at                

aldridge.amanda@epa.gov or via 

phone (919) 541-5268, or to 

download the guide, please visit  

http://www2.epa.gov/sites/

production/files/2015 -05/

documents/2015-small -entity -

compliance-guide.pdf . 

 

Join us on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/EPAB

urnWise   

@epaburnwise on Twitter: 

https://twitter.com/epaburnwise  
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automatically streamed to the 

Village Green Project Web page 

for the public to see. The project 

puts science into the hands of 

citizens, allowing them to access 

local air quality information 

from the benches 

through on -site 

displays and a             

mobile -friendly 

Web site. The  

data is reviewed        

instantly to       

ensure its    

quality and    

accuracy prior to 

it being          

displayed online.  

 

The station in 

Philadelphia is 

the latest one of 

five stations          

nationwide to 

test the new             

technology.   

Other locations 

are Washington, 

D.C.; Kansas City, 

Kansas; Oklahoma City,        

Oklahoma; and Hartford,     

Connecticut.  

 

EPAõs partners for the           

power supports a number of    

instruments that provide         

continuous, minute -by-minute 

measurements of air pollution 

and weather that are monitored 

by Philadelphia Air Management 

Services.   

 

The air pollution       

sensors measure 

two types of air         

pollutants: ozone 

and fine particle          

pollution, also 

known as       

particulate   

matter or PM -- 

both of which 

can be harmful 

to human health.  

 

Weather         

conditions    

monitored by the 

station include 

wind speed and 

direction,                

temperature, and 

relative humidity, 

which are important factors for 

understanding local air quality 

trends.  

 

Data collected at the bench is 

displayed on a monitor and     

On April 21, 2015, the EPA     

unveiled a unique park bench at 

Independence National           

Historical Park in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  

Known as the Village Green  

Station, the bench was           

developed by EPA as a unique 

way to check the air quality and 

get the public to participate in 

the measurement of air quality 

and weather information. It was 

introduced on the eve of Earth 

Day 2015. 
 

The park bench includes a   

built -in monitoring station 

equipped with a solar power and 

wind power component that 

charges a battery to run the   

entire system. The renewable 

Village Green ProjectñInnovative Monitoring  
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National Historical Park Station  

in Philadelphia, PA  
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